
Street Seen
A revived downtown 
offers arts, dining, and 
shopping opportunities.

02LWP02_opening spread.indd   17402LWP02_opening spread.indd   174 3/6/08   1:43:56 PM3/6/08   1:43:56 PM



Paris of the Plains. City of Fountains. 

The Heart of America. Kansas City 

earned these nicknames for its lively 

jazz scene, its many fountains (which rival Rome’s in number), and 

its location in the center of the country. Nicknames are nice on a 

postcard or a T-shirt, giving you a thumbnail description of a place; 

but they don’t tell the whole story. They don’t describe, for example, 

Kansas City’s corps of stunning, distinctive museums or the lush 

Powell Gardens, which bursts into bloom this month. Nicknames 

won’t tell you about the area’s strength in animal science, which 

evolved from 19th-century stockyards, or its growing sports-

architecture sector. Most 

of all, nicknames don’t 

introduce you to the people 

who make their homes in Kansas City, the ones who give it life. 

More than 2 million people live in this bi-state metropolitan area. 

On the following pages, meet three who’ve made their mark. Carol 

Fabian heads breast cancer research and runs centers for breast 

cancer prevention and survivorship at the University of Kansas 

Medical Center. Homer Erekson nurtures entrepreneurs and 

nonprofit leaders at the University of Missouri-Kansas City’s Bloch 

business school. Dan Regan serves on the team behind Kansas City 

Irish Fest, which fills Crown Center 

each Labor Day weekend. Turn the 

page and discover their Kansas City. 
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